PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EK-COG’s Founders Submit Request for Closed Meeting Investigation

Elizabethtown-Kitley, October 22, 2014

The two founders of Elizabethtown-Kitley Citizens for Open Government (EK-COG) have
submitted an official request for a Closed Meeting investigation, after learning from two
Councillors that they were previously unaware of a lawyer’s letter issued on Council’s behalf.

Last year, brothers Graham and Brant Burrow sent a letter to Council inquiring about
procedural events surrounding a closed meeting. The letter specifically stated that it was
intended to be public in nature, and as such, it did not name any individuals and it was
gender-neutral. A week later, the brothers received a lawyer’s letter from the Township’s
solicitor, stating that the correspondence would not be received in open session, and there
would be no discussion of the matter in open session.

Knowing that each closed meeting investigation can cost taxpayers over $3,800, on average,
the Burrow brothers had routinely refrained from launching official complaints. However,
EK-COG’s founders feel they have been left with no alternative, after recently learning of the
possibility that all of Council may not have been involved in the decision to suppress the
original information.

About EK-COG

Elizabethtown-Kitley Citizens for Open Government is currently a small ad-hoc group which
formed two years ago, by brothers Graham and Brant Burrow, because of concerns
surrounding various affairs in the Township. A few members began attending Council
meetings in an effort to obtain more information about how decisions were being made.

Since then, EK-COG members have sat through two complete budget sessions, attended
nearly every Council meeting and several committee meetings, reviewed years worth of
minutes, waded through the Municipal Act, and more. Members have also written numerous
letters to Council, calling for accountability on several issues.
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